December 17, 2017

Third Sunday of Advent

St. Joseph Bulletin
St. Joseph Catholic Church (Established 1848)
1011 First Street, Patterson, LA 70392
Third Sunday of Advent: Rejoice!
We Have Been Found!

Parish Directory

Fr. Joseph Pelligrino

Celebration of Holy Mass
Weekends:
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)
First Sat. Rosary 4pm
Sunday 8am, 10am, 5pm
Weekdays:
Mon. Wed. & Fri. 6:30am
Tues. Nursing Home 9:30am,
Thurs. 12:10pm

Reconciliation
20 minutes before Masses begin or
anytime by appointment.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9am - 3pm
Friday 9am - Noon
New Parishioners
We welcome you with great joy and
invite you to register and worship with
us regularly.
Forms are available in the rectory.

SACRAMENT INFORMATION
Baptism - Instructions are offered
for both parents and godparents
during the months of February, May ,
August, and November . Plan
accordingly when expecting a child or
choosing godparents and call 3953881 to register for the class or to
schedule a baptism.
Confirmation - Young people are
prepared for Confirmation through
the Confirmation Program. Adults are
prepared for Confirmation through
the R.C.I.A.
Matrimony - Diocesan Policy
requires that a couple make
arrangements with the pastor at least
6 months prior to desired date.
Sacrament of The Sick - Call the
rectory to make arrangements for
Communion and Anointing.
Rite of Christian Burial Arrangements to be made with a
priest by the family.
Sacrament of Holy Orders or
calling to religious life - please
contact the priest in order to discern
God’s will.
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) - This process
is structured to provide information
for the formation of those who are
seeking a fuller life as Christians in
the Catholic Tradition. For
information, please call the Office of
Religious Education.
Religious Education For Children
Call the Office of Religious Education
for information about registering
your child.
Knights of Columbus - Meet the
second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.
Come Lord Jesus Groups Seeking to become closer to God,
learning more about scripture and
being spiritually prepared for Sunday
liturgy….consider joining a CLJ
Group Call Marguerite Sumrall
395-5304 for more information.

Negative! Negative! Negative! "The kids are
doing this. The seniors are doing that. This is what is
going on in our world, and it is wrong. This is why our
country is going to hell in a handbag. And Catholics
are joining in, or not doing enough about it." Negative!
Negative! Negative!
“You really told them, Father. That was a great sermon. It's about time
someone said that about those people.” And so people are entertained at Mass as
they hear about other people’s failings. The priest’s words are followed with
applause. “Way to stick it to them, Father.”
This is not what the Church should be about. The direction of negativity is
on a mean road, an unkind road, of arrogance. Where is the joy of Jesus Christ in
all this negativity? Pope Francis tried to change the tone of the preaching in the
Church when he issued the apostolic exhortation The Gospel of Joy. The Pope’s
exhortation took the world by storm. It committed the Church to reassess its methods and goals. He called us to communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world. He
told us that the main concern of the Church must be to bring the joy of Jesus Christ
to the entire world.
For too long our Church has been associated with expounding the same
moral topics over and over again. Many Bishops, Priests and Deacons have reduced the vast richness of our faith to our positions on topics such as abortion and
gay marriage. As a result, instead of being encouraged to bring the joy of the
Gospel to the world, people are confronted, even harangued with these topics,
sometimes as often as once a month. Sometimes every week. How are people to
experience and communicate the joy of the Gospel when all they hear from the
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pulpit are negatives? Pope Francis was not telling us to back down from Church
teaching. He simply told us to stop pounding our positions into the people.
This Sunday is Gaudete Sunday, Rejoice Sunday. “Brothers and sisters,” St. Paul says in the second reading, “Rejoice always. Pray
without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus....May the God of peace make you
perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who
calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it.”
Rejoice, this Sunday tells us. The Rose vestments remind us that this is a time of great expectations. We have every reason to be
full of joy. Rejoice, Christmas is almost here. Rejoice, not so much that we have found Christ, but rejoice that He has found us.
There are certainly times that each of us feel lost. There are times that we feel alone. But we are not lost. He has found us. We
are not alone. He is with us. With Jesus in our lives, the crises we face become challenges, but not devastating events. A loved one
becomes sick, or even dies. We become sick and receive the diagnosis that our condition is terminal. A marriage falls apart. A job is
lost. A friend is lost. Whatever the crisis, we know that the final result will be union with God. Jesus is with us always, particularly in the
worst of our times. Rejoice in the Lord.
Seventeen years ago, our beautiful late Holy Father, Pope St. John Paul II, told the youth of the world to be attune to the presence
of Christ in their inmost desires. His words were meant for all of us:
“It is Jesus that you seek when you dream of happiness. He is waiting for you when nothing else ever satisfies you. He is the beauty to
which you are so attracted. It is He who provokes you with that thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for compromise. It is He that
urges you to shed the masks of a false life. It is He who reads in your hearts your most genuine choices, the choices that others try to
stifle. It is Jesus who stirs up in you the desire to do something great with your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to be grounded down by mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves humbly and patiently to improving yourselves and society,
making the world more human and more fraternal.”
Jesus is there. He has found us. Now, the whole focus of our lives has changed. With Jesus in our lives, we are mature adults,
living in His Love. Rejoice in the Lord.
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of
vindication by our God.
These words of our first reading, from the third section of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah were read by Jesus Himself in the Synagogue of Nazareth in what we can call His first sermon. As Christian to the heart of our being, we also proclaim these words. We are
anointed by God. We are baptized. And we are sent. We are sent to bring joy to the world. We are to bring glad tidings to the poor, news
that God knows their plight and will care for them through His people here on earth, the Church. We are to tell the heart broken that God
hears their cries. If they are mourning the loss of a loved one, they need to hear that the Lord has conquered death and that those who
have let Him into their lives will live with Him forever. If their hearts are broken by events beyond their control, the loss of a job, the loss of a
marriage, or any series of events that make them feel abandoned by the world, alone in society, they need to know that Jesus is the Mender
of Broken Hearts. If they are held captive by others, or perhaps by their own addictions, they need to know that Jesus provides freedom
and liberty. They do not have to spend the rest of their lives as victims of society. With Jesus they can be victors, not victims.
It is up to us to lead people to the victory of Jesus Christ. We do this by sharing our joy with them. “I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in
my God is the joy of my soul.” I was lost, but now I am found. We were all lost, but He found us. His Grace is Amazing.

.

How can we be anything other than positive? Rejoice!

MASS INTENTIONS

Office of Religious Education & Formation
Mamie Perry 395-3881 stjoedre@teche.net

MONDAY, DEC. 18
6:30am: Wilma Picou

Adult Discussion Group: Monday 6:30pm in
parish hall

A Christmas Prayer

TUESDAY, DEC. 19
9:30am: Nursing Home—

UPCOMING EVENTS…

First Saturday Rosary:
The Holy Rosary will be prayed before the Vigil Mass
in church beginning at 4pm the first Saturday of each
month. Please join us.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 20
6:30AM:
THURSDAY, DEC. 21
12:10PM: Julie Heples

“PRAY & GEAUX”- Come Pray the Rosary
every Monday morning at 8:30am @ St. Joseph
Church.

FRIDAY, DEC.22
6:30 AM: Mike Mire, Ella Barley
SATURDAY, DEC. 23
4:30PM: Gertrude Bailey, Ernest & Dwight
Coleman, Beverly & Bob McGovern, Randy
Marks
SUNDAY, DEC. 24
8:00am: Ray Jude Vidos Sr., For the People of
our Parish, Dr. Earl Eues, Lenny Guzzino,
John DiMatteo, Wilma Picou, M/M Clarfa
Boudreaux, Desire Migues,
10:00am: Louis Lipari, Frank Governale,
Harold Allemond, Rudy Aucoin, Jerry Lipari,
Carey Mac Staples, Gilman & Florine
Rockenbaugh,
NO 5PM MASS
Sanctuary Light

Ruby Crappell

Note: If a name is not printed above, due to
human error, be assured that God has accepted

ST. JOSEPH FOOD PANTRY
O sweet Child of Bethlehem,
grant that we may share with all our hearts
in this profound mystery of Christmas.
Put into the hearts of men and
women this peace
for which they sometimes
seek so desperately
and which you alone can give to them.
Help them to know one another better,
and to live as brothers and sisters,
children of the same Father.
Reveal to them also your beauty,
holiness and purity.
Awaken in their hearts
love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.
Join them all together in your love.
And give us your heavenly peace. Amen.

The food pantry is in need of these items: , dry
beans, canned milk, canned meat, rice, mac &
cheese, spaghetti sauce, crackers, cereal, grits,
oatmeal, bathroom tissue, peanut butter, jelly and
snacks for kids.

Our Pantry is Bare!!
Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated.
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world. For I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink...“

St. Joseph Catholic Church
Wednesdays in Advent

(Pope John XXIII)

6:30-8:00 p.m. December 20

Sick Relatives & Friends
Please pray for the sick of our parish & their
caregivers: Stella Saleme, Jason Hernandez,
Herman LaJaunie, Archer Rogers, Ruth Bourgeois,
Amanda Boggs, Ahney Chauvin, Peggy Grimball,
Drue Langlinais, Linda Adams, Nicole Hingle, Wilda
Cali, Angelle Hebert, Aba Grace Lang, Sally Rogers,
Ian Davis, Daniel Broussard, Robert, Susan, Karter
Esprit, Evita Boutte, Cameron Boutte, Trinty
Simons, Madeline Venable, Annie Russo, Danell
Kimble, Tuwana Ray, Bobby Johnson,
Cindy
Guidry, Billy Garcia, Kristi Liner, Ray LaHoste,
Celeste Jumonville, Owen Hebert, Chad
LaGrange , Jackie & B.L. Como, Sherry Hughes,
Carol Sampey, Anna George, Doug Hood, Guy
Gilmore Jr., Frank Guarisco, Mary Bellard, Bruce
LaHoste, Warren Balance, John Rousso, Brinda
Beam, Curtis Gautreaux, Chase Broussard,
Suzanne Lipari, Billy Picou, Debra Roy, John
Michell, Quinn Toups, Leona Cloud,
Aiaire
Glaviano, Cliff Couture, Kylie Cayce, Shane Cayce,
Benny Perry, Louie Need, David Hartford, Jerry
Barrilleaux, Steve Ledet, Barbara LaCoste, Edna
Porche, Robibie & Casie Toups, Frank Black, Patsy
Huskey, Bertha Wiggins, Morgan Murphy, Anna
Mae Metrejean, Glen Fontenot, Helen Brandon,
David Bourdier, John Menard, Lee Michel

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS

We are now accepting donations for Christmas
flowers. If you would like to donate toward
Christmas decorations to help make our Church
beautiful for the birth of Jesus in memory of a
loved one, call the Rectory at 395-3616.

Holy Day of Obligation

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

4:30pm
12:00am (Midnight)
9:00am

Ministers please see your schedules!

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin
please call the rectory 395-3616.

Mausoleum Crypts

Mr. & Mrs. Caruso
Would like to sale their
Mausoleum Crypts
If interested please call
the rectory 395-3616

Are still available here
at St. Joseph.
If interested please
call the rectory.
395-3616

In Loving
Memory of
James Blocker Jr.
Oct. 20, 1945
Jan. 10, 2007

Please call the rectory to add or delete a
name on the list.

In Loving
Memory of
Wendel, Loren,
Bryant, & Kaylee
Henry

Bulletin Ad’s
Available —
call the office
395-3616
Town & Country
Florist & Gifts, Inc

Knights of
Columbus
#1710

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick
985/385-6929
www.tandcflorist.com

Protecting
Catholic Families
for Generations

Stewardship Area

“Give to the Most High as He has given to you,
for the Lord is one who always repays, and He
will give back to you sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10

Last Weekend
Retirement for Religious
Immaculate Conception

$3419.00
$723.00
$821.00

Frank’s Agency,
Inc.

Peterson Agency
Inc.

frankg@bellsouth.net

In Loving Memory of
Clyde Peterson
Sept. 27,1927
Dec. 20,2010

Complete insurance
Services
985-395-9351

Darnall, Sikes,
Gardes & Frederick

Certified Public Accountants

Member FDIC

PATTERSON STATE
BANK

985-384-6264
Dec. 23 & 24
Sat. 4:30pm
Sun. 8:00am
Sun. 10:00am
No 5:00pm Mass

Extra Ordinary Ministers of Eucharist

Lector

Altar Servers

Leona Armato, Joy Guarisco
Anna & Jean Picou, Marguerite Sumrall
Bubba Richoux, Paula Boutte, Janet Carmody

Brightman Korengay
Jamie Guidry
Donnette Freeman

Mary Frances Cali, Bali Blakeman
Madalyn & Zachary Landry
Kaylee Craddock

