November 5, 2017

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Joseph Bulletin
St. Joseph Catholic Church (Established 1848)
1011 First Street, Patterson, LA 70392
31st sunday in Ordinary time:
Call nO man yOur Father
Celebration of Holy Mass
Weekends:
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)
First Sat. Rosary 4pm
Sunday 8am, 10am, 5pm
Weekdays:
Mon. Wed. & Fri. 6:30am
Tues. Nursing Home 9:30am,
Thurs. 12:10pm

Reconciliation
20 minutes before Masses begin or
anytime by appointment.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9am - 3pm
Friday 9am - Noon
New Parishioners
We welcome you with great joy and
invite you to register and worship with
us regularly.
Forms are available in the rectory.

SACRAMENT INFORMATION
Baptism - Instructions are offered
for both parents and godparents
during the months of February, May ,
August, and November . Plan
accordingly when expecting a child or
choosing godparents and call 3953881 to register for the class or to
schedule a baptism.
Confirmation - Young people are
prepared for Confirmation through
the Confirmation Program. Adults are
prepared for Confirmation through
the R.C.I.A.
Matrimony - Diocesan Policy
requires that a couple make
arrangements with the pastor at least
6 months prior to desired date.
Sacrament of The Sick - Call the
rectory to make arrangements for
Communion and Anointing.
Rite of Christian Burial Arrangements to be made with a
priest by the family.
Sacrament of Holy Orders or
calling to religious life - please
contact the priest in order to discern
God’s will.
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) - This process
is structured to provide information
for the formation of those who are
seeking a fuller life as Christians in
the Catholic Tradition. For
information, please call the Office of
Religious Education.
Religious Education For Children
Call the Office of Religious Education
for information about registering
your child.
Knights of Columbus - Meet the
second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.
Come Lord Jesus Groups Seeking to become closer to God,
learning more about scripture and
being spiritually prepared for Sunday
liturgy….consider joining a CLJ
Group Call Marguerite Sumrall
395-5304 for more information.

Parish Directory

We used to have a delivery man here at St. Ignatius who must have been in
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 219
continual trouble with his bosses because he was never concerned with finishing his
Patterson, LA 70392
route in the allotted time. He used to like spending time chatting with me and the
secretaries. There was one problem though. He could not figure out what to call
Email: stjoepat@cox-internet.com
me. He would not call me “Father” because the leaders in his Church had instructed
him to follow Matthew 23 literally and “call no man father.” Actually, the translation
says, “call no man my father,” but I was sensitive to his difficulty. The only thing was
Office / Rectory: 985-395-3616
that I told him it was not OK with him calling me “Joe” in my own office. So we settled
Fr. Herb Bennerfield, Pastor ext. 3 ~
on “Hey You.”
Bobbie
Diaz (Office Manager) ext. 4 ~
Actually, I don’t think that the Lord was asking that his priests be called “Hey
Ann
Murray
(Housekeeper/cook) ext. 8
you,” in today’s Gospel. Let’s look at this passage that we priests often skim
Office
Fax: 985-395-9129
through. There are messages here about our relationship with God, as well as our
own views of ourselves.
First of all, Jesus is not banning the use of the term, “Father.” In fact, he
Education Office: 985-395-3881
expects us to respect our physical fathers and to call them “father.” He also tells us to
Mamie Perry (DRE) ext. 5 ~
respect our spiritual ancestors calling many of them, “Father.” Abraham is often
Rosie
Pellerin (Ed. Coordinator)
referred to as Father Abraham. St. Paul will often remind people that he is their
Education
Fax: 985-395-3685
spiritual father. The apostles and all who founded churches were called to be the
Email:
stjoedre@teche.net
fathers of those churches. In today’s Gospel, Jesus also tells his disciples to call no
one teacher. But the New Testament continually refers to God’s appointing some to
Websites:
be teachers. To find out what the passage, “call no one my father,” means, we need
to look at it in its context in scripture.
St. Joseph Church
In Matthew 23, Jesus is focusing on the Pharisees. They exalt themselves,
www.stjosephpatla.org
looking for new ways to demand that people respect them. They wear headbands with
Diocese of Lafayette
pieces of cloth hanging on them called phylacteries. On the phylacteries they write
www.diolaf.org
words of scripture so that every time they turn their heads the Word of God will be
before their eyes, keeping Proverbs 4:20-21 that says: My son, give attention to my
words; Incline your ear to my sayings. Do not let them depart from your sight; Keep
them in the midst of your heart. The trouble was that the Pharisees were seeing God’s
words but were not keeping God’s words. They were just putting on a show of holiness so that others could be enlightened as to what
wonderful people they were. Jesus’ point was that the Pharisees were making religion about themselves, not about God.
The Catholic priest is ordained to continue the loving work of the Father. His fatherhood comes from God and must point to God. I
am called father because the mandate of the Sacrament of Holy Orders is to make the Father’s love real for His people. When I don’t do
that, then I don’t deserve to be called father.
It is easy for a priest to use his position in the Church to point to himself instead of to God. When that happens, priesthood is
replaced by a sort of demagoguery. The priest acts as though he is the source of wisdom for all. People then look to him as their guide
instead of to God. Sadly, there are many people who are so concerned with following a particular priest that they feel abandoned when that
priest no longer holds a position of authority in the Church. They made too much of the individual and not enough of the One the individual
was pointing towards. St. Paul ran into this difficulty after he left Corinth. The people there divided into groups. One group said that they
belonged to Paul, who brought them the faith. A second group said that they belonged to Apollos, a Christian missionary who came after
Paul and who nurtured their faith. Paul wrote the Corinthians that we all belong to God, not to this or that individual. He reminded them in 1
Corinthians 3:6, “I planted the seed, Apollos watered the plant, but it was God who gave the growth.
Throughout history, the Church has suffered from human beings making a big deal out of themselves and thus serving their egos
instead of serving God. They seem to have forgotten the last words of today’s Gospel, “whoever exalts himself shall be humbled. Whoever
humbles himself shall be exalted.” Priests need to take as their guide the first American saint who was not a martyr, St. John Neuman of
Philadelphia. He wrote the pope that he was more than willing to give up ministry if he ever was ever viewed by Church authority or by
anyone as an obstacle to people finding God.
Matthew 23 isn’t just about priesthood, though. It is about how all of us use our position in the Church. We all have authority, some
as priests, some as teachers, some as parents, some as catechists, etc. Many of you are parents. Do you parents demand that your
children respect you because you are on an ego trip and want someone in the world to look up to you? Not if you are good parents. If you
are good parents, and you are, you demand that your children respect you as the representative of God in this stage of their lives. You
also want them to learn respect for all those whom God has given any form of authority. The same message can be applied to all of us in
whatever share of authority the Lord has given us. Most of us are confirmed. That means that we are given positions of leadership in the
Church.
Jesus also speak about teachers in today’s gospel. Many here are teachers. You did not become a teacher because you were
mocked when you were in school and sought a position that would demand the respect of children and teens. No, you became a teacher
because you want to form the young into productive citizens of our country and of God’s Kingdom. In that way you will continue the teaching ministry of Jesus Christ. We are all involved in charitable ministries. We don’t do this so we can have others respect us. We reach out
to others to serve Christ in the needy. All here are people that others at school or work look towards when they are seeking to understand
the working of God in their worlds. In whatever way this leadership is manifested in our lives, we have to be sure that we are leading others
to God, not to a meeting of our own fan clubs. Matthew 6:3 says, “let your right hand not know what your left hand is doing.” That is hard to
do when we are patting ourselves on our own backs.
The basic message of today’s gospel is that everything we do must be about Jesus Christ, never about ourselves. We have to
understand that we are His servants. Our priests must manifest God’s fatherhood, not their own fatherhood. Our teachers are part of the
teaching ministry of Christ, and are teaching for his glory, not teaching for their own glory. In all things, God must be exalted. If that means
at times stepping back while another continues the Work of God more effectively than we can, so be it. It is better to humble ourselves and
be exalted by God then to exalt ourselves and be humbled by God. That is the conclusion of today’s Gospel.
Too many people use the Church to trumpet their own self worth. That is not why we go to church. That is not why we are Roman
Catholics. We go to church because we need God. We are Catholic because Catholicism is the authentic way of finding God. We know
what we are like without him. But we also know the wonders that He works through us.
We pray today that we might have the humility to be servants of the Lord. Fr. Joseph Pellegrino

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, NOV. 6
6:30am: Fr. Vu, Tony Grezaffi

Office of Religious Education & Formation

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAS

TUESDAY, NOV. 7
9:30am: Nursing Home—Bernice Cardinale
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 8
6:30AM:
THURSDAY, NOV. 9
12:10AM: Bonny LaHoste, Warren Tabor,
FRIDAY, NOV. 10
6:30 AM:
SATURDAY, NOV. 11
4:30PM: Gertrude Bailey, Carey Mac Staples,
Margaret & Harold Gobert, Sherel & Bonnie
Martin, Ernest & Dwight Coleman, Lawrance
Moreau
SUNDAY, NOV.12
8:00am: Ray Jude Vidos Sr., For the People of
our Parish, Dr. Earl Eues, Lenny Guzzino,
Special Intention, John Dimatteo, Johnny
Walden
10:00am: Louis Lipari, Frank Governale,
Harold Allemond, Rudy Aucoin, Jerry Lipari
5:00pm: James Blocker Jr., Beth Verret,
Katherine Cardinale, Ross Grimball, Elsa Y.
Parchmont, Holy Souls, Judy Clark, Greg Cart,
Donald Jumonville, Mary & Wilbert Drash Sr.,
George Studdard, Warren Tabor, Bonny
LaHoste
Sanctuary Light

Holy Souls

Note: If a name is not printed above, due to
human error, be assured that God has accepted
your intention in heaven.
Canon Law 94

Sick Relatives & Friends
Please pray for the sick of our parish & their
caregivers: Stella Saleme, Jason Hernandez,
Herman LaJaunie, Archer Rogers, Rodney Hebert,
Herbert Estay, Ruth Bourgeois, Amanda Boggs,
Ahney Chauvin, Peggy Grimball, Drue Langlinais,
Linda Adams, Nicole Hingle, Wilda Cali, Angelle
Hebert, Aba Grace Lang, Sally Rogers, Ian Davis,
Daniel Broussard, Robert, Susan, Karter Esprit,
Evita Boutte, Cameron Boutte, Trinty Simons,
Madeline Venable, Annie Russo, Danell Kimble,
Tuwana Ray, Bobby Johnson, Cindy Guidry, Tanya
Clamon, Billy Garcia, Tyra Newcomb, Kristi Liner,
Ray LaHoste, Celeste Jumonville, Owen Hebert,
Chad LaGrange , Jackie & B.L. Como, Sherry
Hughes, Carol Sampey, Anna George, Doug Hood,
Sean Nezat, Guy Gilmore Jr., Frank Guarisco,
Mary Bellard, Bruce LaHoste, Warren Balance,
John Rousso, Brinda Beam, Curtis Gautreaux,
Chase Broussard, Suzanne Lipari, Billy Picou, Debra
Roy, John Michell, Quinn Toups, Leona Cloud,
Aiaire Glaviano, Cliff Couture, Kylie Cayce, Shane
Cayce, Benny Perry, Louie Need, David Hartford,
Jerry Barrilleaux, Steve Ledet, Barbara LaCoste,
Edna Porche, Robibie & Casie Toups, Frank Black,
Patsy Huskey, Bertha Wiggins, Morgan Murphy,
Anna Mae Metrejean, Glen Fontenot, Helen
Brandon, David Bourdier, Marie Gordon
Please call the rectory to add or delete a
name on the list.

Stewardship Area

“Give to the Most High as He has given to you,
for the Lord is one who always repays, and He
will give back to you sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10

Last Weekend

$3603.00

UPCOMING EVENTS…

Mamie Perry 395-3881 stjoedre@teche.net

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas are
proud to have the opportunity to institute a new
court at St. Joseph’s Church. Anyone who initially
signed up to show interest in joining the Catholic
Daughters should have received an invitation to
join. We ask that all ladies be at the Parish Life
Center for 8:45AM on Sunday, Nov. 12, 2017 to
fill in forms, pay dues and finalize details of the
court. We will process into mass at 10:00AM to
be installed as a court following mass. If you did
not receive an invite, you are invited to join us.
Please feel free to bring a friend or two. Any
woman 18 years of age or older may attend, even
if you did not sign up. Please contact Dawn
Fortenberry, First Vice State Regent for more info
at dawniecda@yahoo.com or 225-324-8610.

Adult Discussion Group: Monday 6:30pm in
parish hall
First Saturday Rosary:
The Holy Rosary will be prayed before the Vigil Mass
in church beginning at 4pm the first Saturday of each
month. Please join us.
“PRAY & GEAUX”- Come Pray the Rosary
every Monday morning at 8:30am @ St. Joseph
Church.
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Tuesday 11-14
@ 5:30 pm in the Parish Hall

Help Keep Christ in Christmas and uphold a wonderful parish tradition
by supporting St. Joseph’s annual “Christmas at Harbour House” event.
Youth in grades 8-12 and chaperones will travel to the Harbour House
youth shelter on Saturday December 16th in order to share a meal, gifts,
and some Christmas cheer with the resident youth and their staff. Please
support us with your prayers and with any monetary donations you
would care to make. In the past some parishioners have chosen to make
a donation to the Harbour House event as gift to their loved ones. This
is a wonderful opportunity for the youth of our parish to serve other young people and perhaps to
realize that they have been well and truly blessed. Harbour House staff have consistently
remarked to me that our group is unique in churches and organizes with whom they interact in
that our youth participate directly and spend time with youth in residence.
Harbour House is a residential facility providing shelter in the storm of their young lives to homeless and runaway youth. Harbour House also provides brief respite care for children of families in
crisis to ensure safety and reduce stress. Harbour House provides counseling, homebound school,
educational and recreational outings as well as aftercare and linkage to community resources.
Harbour House provides transitional services for children who are aging out of the foster care
system including education and training in conducting common household activities and finances.
If you would like to make a monetary donation please make checks out to St. Joseph’s and indicate
Harbour House in the memo and put the check in any donation.
St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin

Mausoleum Crypts

Mr. & Mrs. Caruso
Would like to sale their
Mausoleum Crypts
If interested please call
the rectory 395-3616

Are still available here
at St. Joseph.
If interested please
call the rectory.
395-3616

In Loving
Memory of
James Blocker Jr.
Oct. 20, 1945
Jan. 10, 2007

frankg@bellsouth.net

In Loving Memory of
Clyde Peterson
Sept. 27,1927
Dec. 20,2010

Darnall, Sikes,
Gardes & Frederick

Certified Public Accountants

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick
985/385-6929
www.tandcflorist.com

Protecting
Catholic Families
for Generations

Peterson Agency
Inc.

Member FDIC

PATTERSON STATE
BANK

985-384-6264
Nov. 11 & 12
Sat. 4:30pm
Sun. 8:00am
Sun. 10:00am
Sun. 5:00pm

Bulletin Ad’s
Available —
call the office
395-3616
Town & Country
Florist & Gifts, Inc

Knights of
Columbus
#1710

Frank’s Agency,
Inc.
Complete insurance
Services
985-395-9351

In Loving
Memory of
Wendel, Loren,
Bryant, & Kaylee
Henry

Extra Ordinary Ministers of Eucharist

Lector

Altar Servers

Leona Armato, Joy Guarisco, Terry Burgess
Jamie Gudry, AJ Gaudet, Mamie Perry
Bubba richoux, Paula Boutte, Janet Carmody
Debra Verret, Angela Harrington, Cliff Couture

Chris Wheeler
Irene Mouton
Mary Richoux
Sandra Marshall

Mary Frances Cali, Landon Lipari
Volunteer
Madalyn & Zachary Landry
Kaylee Craddock

