July 16, 2017

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Joseph Bulletin
St. Joseph Catholic Church (Established 1848)
1011 First Street, Patterson, LA 70392
Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time:
Where is the Seed Being Thrown?
Celebration of Holy Mass
Weekends:
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)
First Sat. Rosary 4pm
Sunday 8am, 10am, 5pm
Weekdays:
Mon. Wed. & Fri. 6:30am
Tues. Nursing Home 9:30am,
Thurs. 12:10pm

Reconciliation
20 minutes before Masses begin or
anytime by appointment.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9am - 3pm
Friday 9am - Noon
New Parishioners
We welcome you with great joy and
invite you to register and worship with
us regularly.
Forms are available in the rectory.

Today’s Gospel reading contains the Parable of the Sower. I have a story I
like to tell in my wedding homilies that perhaps you have heard. It’s great for weddings, but it also really fits today’s readings.
The story is the story of the fussy vegetarian. A young women was committed
to being a vegetarian, but she was never satisfied with any of the fruit or vegetables
she bought. For her, all melons were too ripe, or not ripe enough. In her eyes, she
could never find tomatoes that weren’t bruised. Heads of cauliflower and broccoli were
too big or too little. She was never happy.
Then one day, driving down Tarpon Avenue, she drove past a new store with a
long line of people waiting to get in. She looked, and the sign said, God’s Fruit and
Vegetable Stand. “Finally,” she said, “I can get some decent vegetables and fruit.” So
she stood on line and waited. Hours went by before she walked into that door. She
was enveloped in light, but she didn’t see any apples or oranges or tomatoes or cabbage, or anything to buy. She walked to the light, and there was a counter there. And
behind the counter, there stood God. She could tell it was God because of the light,
and because he had an apron on with a big G on it. Anyway, she placed her order, “I
would like some perfect broccoli, and some perfect carrots, some perfect tomatoes
and a perfect melon. Also, if you have perfect Brussel sprouts, that would really be a
miracle.”
“Sorry,” God said, “I only sell seeds here.”

SACRAMENT INFORMATION
Baptism - Instructions are offered
for both parents and godparents
during the months of February, May ,
August, and November . Plan
accordingly when expecting a child or
choosing godparents and call 3953881 to register for the class or to
schedule a baptism.
Confirmation - Young people are
prepared for Confirmation through
the Confirmation Program. Adults are
prepared for Confirmation through
the R.C.I.A.
Matrimony - Diocesan Policy
requires that a couple make
arrangements with the pastor at least
6 months prior to desired date.
Sacrament of The Sick - Call the
rectory to make arrangements for
Communion and Anointing.
Rite of Christian Burial Arrangements to be made with a
priest by the family.
Sacrament of Holy Orders or
calling to religious life - please
contact the priest in order to discern
God’s will.
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) - This process
is structured to provide information
for the formation of those who are
seeking a fuller life as Christians in
the Catholic Tradition. For
information, please call the Office of
Religious Education.
Religious Education For Children
Call the Office of Religious Education
for information about registering
your child.
Knights of Columbus - Meet the
second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.
Come Lord Jesus Groups Seeking to become closer to God,
learning more about scripture and
being spiritually prepared for Sunday
liturgy….consider joining a CLJ
Group Call Marguerite Sumrall
395-5304 for more information.

Need a Ride to 10am Mass-

call Evelyn Estay at 985-3953610 by 3:00 PM on the Friday
before each Sunday that you
need assistance.

Parish Directory
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 219
Patterson, LA 70392
Email: stjoepat@cox-internet.com
Office / Rectory: 985-395-3616
Fr. Herb Bennerfield, Pastor ext. 3 ~
Bobbie Diaz (Office Manager) ext. 4 ~
Ann Murray (Housekeeper/cook) ext. 8
Office Fax: 985-395-9129
Education Office: 985-395-3881
Mamie Perry (DRE) ext. 5 ~
Rosie Pellerin (Ed. Coordinator)
Education Fax: 985-395-3685
Email: stjoedre@teche.net
Websites:
St. Joseph Church
www.stjosephpatla.org
Diocese of Lafayette
www.diolaf.org

Actually, God doesn’t sell seeds, He gives seeds to us. The seeds are his
Word in its many expressions. But we have to do something with this gift. It simply is
not enough just to hear the Word of God. We have to let it grow within us to such and extent that we are covered in its foliage. It is simply
not enough to go to Church. We have to be Church. It is not enough to read the Bible. We have to be People of the Word.
The Divine Sower is throwing seed. And not a few seeds. He is throwing out big huge handfuls. He is pouring out his Word upon
us. We’ve got to do something more than just let the seed hit the ground. We’ve got to be good soil. We have to nourish the Word of
God. We have to strengthen it. We have to let it take root and grow.
So we hear the words: Love one another. That’s nice. And useless. Useless unless we are able to look at that person in our family
whose life has become the bane of our existence and make up our minds that we are going to end the vicious cycle of sarcasm, of silence,
of nastiness, and maybe even of hatred. Let the Word of God take root and grow. We need to pray for that father who avoids us, and look
for ways that he might enjoy our presence. We need to pray for the mother who snaps at us, and find a way to ease her burdens and
fears. It may be something as simple as making dinner. We need to pray for that child who is both hurting and hurtful. We have to refuse
to let him or her destroy himself or destroy us. Instead, we rebuild him with encouragement; we rebuild her with re-enforcement. Give children the opportunity to succeed. And support whatever success they might have, even if, like you and I, that success is imperfect. It is not
enough for the Word of God to be scattered into a home. It must take root. When it is nurtured by our prayers, and cared for with our charity, it will grow.
This is where St. Paul comes in. St. Paul says in the second reading, “I consider the sufferings of the present nothing compared to
the glory to be revealed to us.” Maybe this appears to be one of those lost statements. Something that we shelve until a crisis hits
us. Wrong. To be a Christian is to accept suffering and accept the challenge of the Cross. It is a challenge and it is suffering for us to
swallow our pride and forget about what he or she said or did for the sake of making love real in our family. That’s not easy. Our pride
does not like stepping aside. But that is how the Word of God will take root and grow.
The Divine Sower throws his Word on us to look with love and compassion on all the people in the world. We live under the constant threat of terrorism. Yet, for us to worship the Word of God and allow it to grow, we cannot return hatred with hatred. Yes, we must
be protected from radical Islam, but if we allow these people to reduce us to hatred, then we are trampling the seeds of God under our
feet. Have any of us prayed for the terrorists, prayed that they see that their actions are only destroying themselves? Let’s be honest. It is
hard to pray for them. In fact, it is suffering; particularly if you know someone who has been killed or hurt by terrorists or who has been
sent to fight radical Islam. But we have to pray for them. And that hurts. Still, the suffering of this present life are nothing compared to the
Glory that is to be revealed to us.
The Divine Sower is throwing seeds. He is begging us to let his Word take root. But how can it take root if instead of soil it is
thrown into a cesspool? How can His Word grow when it is thrown into a society that condones immorality, even supports immorality, in
the name of freedom and political correctness? How can it grow when we willingly participate in the worst of our society? Pornography is
destroying our society. Men are treating women like objects, not like people of love. Women are letting it happen, even joining in, in the
name of liberation. How can the Word of God take root in a place where the soil has been replaced with sewage? The Word of God can’t
grow in a cesspool. But it takes courage and suffering to stand up against the immoral aspects of society.
“Lord come and heal the pains of our lives, of our world” we pray. And He gives us what we need. He gives us His Word. But the
Word is a seed. What are we going to do with it?
Today we pray for the courage to be good soil.

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, JULY 17
6:30am: NO MASS

UPCOMING EVENTS…

Office of Religious Education & Formation
Mamie Perry 395-3881 stjoedre@teche.net

Adult Discussion Group: class this Monday

TUESDAY, JULY 18
9:30am: Nursing Home NO MASS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 19
6:30AM: NO MASS
THURSDAY, JULY 20
12:10AM: NO MASS
FRIDAY, JULY 21
6:30 AM: Msgr. Richard Mouton
SATURDAY, JULY 22
4:30PM: Gertrude Bailey, Bryant Henry
SUNDAY, JULY 23
8:00am: Ray Jude Vidos Sr., For the People of our
Parish, Dr. Earl Eues, Lenny Guzzino,
John Dimatteo
10:00am: Louis Lipari, Frank Governale,
Randy Marks, Harold Allemond,
Melvin Simoneaux III
5:00pm: James Blocker Jr., Beth Verret, Katherine
Cardinale, Ross Grimball, Elsa Y. Parchmont, Holy
Souls, Judy Clark, Greg Cart, Donald Jumonville,
Mary & Wilbert Drash Sr., Bryant Henry
Sanctuary Light

Note: If a name is not printed above, due to
human error, be assured that God has accepted
your intention in heaven.
Canon Law 94

Family Registration for
Grades K - 11 Religion Classes
Monday - July 3, 2017
Letters to all enrolled families have
been mailed. Registration fee for each student
is $20.00 and checks should be made payable
to St. Joseph’s.
Enrolled families have the option of
mailing or dropping off their completed
registration form and fees. Payment plans can
be set up by phone if needed.
New families are encouraged to come
by to register new students for our parish
program.
Catholic School students are also
reminded to register for sacrament preparation
( First Reconciliation, First Communion, or
Confirmation) at this time.
A copy of the baptism certificate is
needed for all students registering for the first
time as well as signed photo release form by
their parents. We hope that some among you
will consider volunteering your time and
talents to be a part of our education ministries.
For any questions, please call the Religious

6:30pm in the parish hall

First Saturday Rosary:
The Holy Rosary will be prayed before the Vigil Mass
in church beginning at 4pm the first Saturday of each
month. Please join us.
“PRAY & GEAUX”- Come Pray the Rosary
every Monday morning at 8:30am @ St. Joseph
Church.
The Fundraising Committee will have a Family
Fun Fest planning meeting on Wednesday, June 19,
at 5:30 in the rectory. All are welcome. If you have
any ideas or questions, please, contact the rectory
or come see us at the meeting.

Sick Relatives & Friends
Please pray for the sick of our parish & their
caregivers: Stella Saleme, Jason Hernandez,
Herman LaJaunie, Archer Rogers, Rodney Hebert,
Herbert Estay, Ruth Bourgeois, Amanda Boggs,
Ahney Chauvin, Peggy Grimball, Drue Langlinais,
Linda Adams, Nicole Hingle, Wilda Cali, Angelle
Hebert, Aba Grace Lang, Sally Rogers, Ian Davis,
Daniel Broussard, Robert, Susan, Karter Esprit,
Evita Boutte, Cameron Boutte, Harold Gobert,
Trinty Simons, Madeline Venable, Annie Russo,
Danell Kimble, Tuwana Ray, Bobby Johnson, Cindy
Guidry, Tanya Clamon, Billy Garcia, Tyra
Newcomb, Kristi Liner, Ray LaHoste, Celeste
Jumonville, Owen Hebert, Chad LaGrange , Jackie
& B.L. Como, Sherry Hughes, Carol Sampey, Anna
George, Doug Hood, Sean Nezat, Guy Gilmore Jr.
Frank Guarisco, Derrick Jennings, Mary Bellard
Please call the rectory to add or delete a
name on the list.
NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION

Welcome! Our parish family extends a warm welcome
to all who are joining us for worship. We invite you to
register and make St. Joseph your parish. Please complete the form, place in the collection are mail to parish
office.

Prayer for Hurricane Season
By Bishop Maurice Schexnayder

O God, master of this passing world; hear the
humble voices of your children. The Sea of Galilee
obeyed your order and returned to its former
quietude. You are still the master of land and sea.
We live in the shadow of a danger, over which we
have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry
giant, can awaken from its seeming lethargy,
overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our
land and spread chaos and disaster.
During this hurricane season, we turn to you, o
loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose
memories are still so vivid, and whose wounds
seem to refuse to heal with the passing of time.
O Virgin, Star of the Sea, our beloved Mother, we
ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf; so
that spared from the calamities common to this
area, and animated with a true spirit of gratitude,
we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to
reach heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless
eternity awaits us.
Amen.

Acadiana Catholic Magazine can be
found in the entry of church.

Altar Server outing!

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin
please call the rectory 395-3616.

Mausoleum Crypts

Vital Signs

Are still available here
at St. Joseph.
If interested please
call the rectory.
395-3616

Custom sign shop
Heath Theriot 985/992-0072
Hillary Theriot 985/225-2974
Wendel Theriot 985/518-1234

In Loving
Memory of
Wendel, Loren,
Bryant, & Kaylee
Henry

Bulletin Ad’s
Available —
call the office
395-3616

NAME:___________________________________

In Loving Mem- Knights of
ory of
Columbus
James Blocker Jr. #1710
Oct. 20, 1945
Protecting
Jan. 10, 2007

PHONE:__________________________________
E-MAIL:___________________________________
ADDRESS:_________________________________

Catholic Families
for Generations

Stewardship Area

“Give to the Most High as He has given to you,
for the Lord is one who always repays, and He
will give back to you sevenfold.” Sirach 35:10

Last Weekend :
BSA
July 22 & 23
Sat. 4:30pm
Sun. 8:00am
Sun. 10:00am
Sun. 5:00pm

$4029.75
$631.00

Frank’s Agency,
Inc.

Peterson Agency
Inc.

frankg@bellsouth.net

In Loving Memory of
Clyde Peterson
Sept. 27,1927
Dec. 20,2010

Complete insurance
Services
985-395-9351

Darnall, Sikes,
Gardes & Frederick

Certified Public Accountants

985-384-6264

Extra Ordinary Ministers of Eucharist

Lector

Leona Armato, Joy Guarisco
AJ Gaudet, Mamie Perry, Lola Verret
Terry Burgess, Deanna Allemond, Gloria Roy
Loretta & Mike Brocato, Tina Dugas

Brightman Kornegay
Irene Mouton
Shannon Freeman
Nicole Bracato

Town & Country
Florist & Gifts, Inc
Owner: Glynda Lasseigne

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick
985/385-6929
www.tandcflorist.com

Member FDIC

PATTERSON STATE
BANK

Altar Servers
Mary Frances Cali, Landon Lapari
Volunteer
Kaylee Craddock
Madalyn & Zachary Landry

