December 18, 2016

Fourth Sunday of Advent

St. Joseph Bulletin
St. Joseph Catholic Church (Established 1848)
1011 First Street, Patterson, LA 70392
Fourth Advent: Celebrate the Child

Celebration of Holy Mass
Weekends:
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)
First Sat. Rosary 4pm
Sunday 8am, 10am, 5pm

Weekdays:
Mon. Wed. & Fri. 6:30am
Tues. Nursing Home 9:30am,
Thurs. 12:10pm

Reconciliation

20 minutes before Masses begin or
anytime by appointment.

Rectory Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 9am - 3pm
Friday 9am - Noon
New Parishioners
We welcome you with great joy and
invite you to register and worship with
us regularly.
Forms are available in the rectory.
SACRAMENT INFORMATION
Baptism - Instructions are offered
for both parents and godparents
during the months of February, May ,
August, and November . Plan
accordingly when expecting a child or
choosing godparents and call 3953881 to register for the class or to
schedule a baptism.
Confirmation - Young people are
prepared for Confirmation through
the Confirmation Program. Adults are
prepared for Confirmation through
the R.C.I.A.
Matrimony - Diocesan Policy
requires that a couple make
arrangements with the pastor at least
6 months prior to desired date.
Sacrament of The Sick - Call the
rectory to make arrangements for
Communion and Anointing.
Rite of Christian Burial Arrangements to be made with a
priest by the family.
Sacrament of Holy Orders or
calling to religious life - please
contact the priest in order to discern
God’s will.
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) - This process
is structured to provide information
for the formation of those who are
seeking a fuller life as Christians in
the Catholic Tradition. For
information, please call the Office of
Religious Education.
Religious Education For Children
Call the Office of Religious Education
for information about registering
your child.
Knights of Columbus - Meet the
second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.
Come Lord Jesus Groups Seeking to become closer to God,
learning more about scripture and
being spiritually prepared for Sunday
liturgy….consider joining a CLJ
Group Call Marguerite Sumrall
395-5304 for more information.

Need a Ride to 10am Mass-

call Evelyn Estay at 985-3953610 by 3:00 PM on the Friday
before each Sunday that you
need assistance.

Parish Directory
Office / Rectory: 985-395-3616
Office Fax: Parish Directory
Office / Rectory: 985-395-3616
Office Fax: 985-395-9129
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 219
Patterson, LA 70392

The readings for this Sunday are
an immediate preparation for
Christmas. Instead of hearing about the
Second Coming of the Lord as we did the
First Sunday of Advent and instead of
Fr. Herb Bennerfield, Pastor ext. 3 ~
hearing about the instructions and the
Email: stjoepat@cox-internet.com
mission of John the Baptist, as we did the
Bobbie
Diaz (Office Manager) ext. 4 ~
Second and Third Sundays of Advent, we
Email: stjoepat@cox-internet.com
are brought to the events that take place
Ann Murray (Housekeeper/cook) ext. 8
within nine months of Jesus’ birth.
Education Office: 985-395-3881
We come upon Joseph. A very
Fax: 985-395-3685
disappointed Joseph. The beautiful young girl he would soon take into his
Mamie Perry (DRE) ext. 5 ~
Email: stjoedre@teche.net
home was pregnant. His life was falling apart around him. We don’t know the
Rosie Pellerin (Ed. Coordinator)
exact time that Joseph was aware of the problem, but obviously Mary was
Websites:
showing. What was Joseph thinking? Would he have forgiven Mary a
St.
Joseph
Church
supposed indiscretion if she were not pregnant? But she was pregnant. The
www.stjosephpatla.org
child was ruining everything.
Diocese of Lafayette
And then the angel came in the dream and told him that the child will
www.diolaf.org
make all things wonderful. He is the Savior. Mary has remained virtuSouth Region
ous. And Joseph was given the opportunity to take the Messiah into his
www.diolaf.org/southregion
family. Basically, Joseph was told to celebrate this unexpected birth.
Websites:
It seems that just about every Sunday I notice another one of our
St.
Joseph
Church
ladies is going to have a baby. As a man I have no clue at what it is like to
www.stjoepat.intuitwebsites.com
have a baby inside you. As a priest, I have no experience of the excitement a
Diocese of Lafayette
husband must feel when his wife tells him that they are expecting. Those first
few months, when it is their secret, must be wonderful. Then when they are
ready to share their secret, family and friends celebrate the coming child.
And every child has a right to have his or her coming celebrated.
That right extends also to those children whose coming, like the Lord’s, is not expected, whether their parents thought
they were done have children or whether their parents did not even consider that their actions could would lead to their conception. It makes not difference. Once the coming of a child is learned, the child should be celebrated.
A few years ago we had a wonderful experience of a girl who chose to celebrate her coming child. She had moved out
to the Tampa area to begin college and to get away from a relationship which had turned physical. She sought a second
virginity, a term saying, “I am going to reconsecrate myself to the Lord and stay celibate until I marry.” She had sought out our
parish because she had been involved in Life Teen in her home parish and wanted to stay involved in Life Teen. What she
didn’t realize was that she came out here already pregnant. The relatives she was living with demanded that she destroy the
child. Through our Youth Minister, Bart Kovacic, myself and our Upper Pinellas Pregnancy Center, she got the support she
needed to plan her future and her baby’s future. When she took my advice and called her family, she received further support,
including from the baby’s father. She decided to go back home. The day before she left, I took her to lunch. The entire time
she talked about her plans for the baby. He’s going to learn Spanish. He’s going to do this or do that. It was wonderful. She
was celebrating the unexpected, but coming baby.
Next weekend we will sing sweet carols about the Babe of Bethlehem. Although we know that this is the Second
Person of the Trinity, the All Powerful One, we also know that he chose to become one of us, totally one of us, even being
conceived and carried in a womb and being an infant, toddler, child, teen and young adult before revealing himself to the world
at his Baptism by John the Baptist. And so we focus on his infancy. We tell him in song to “sleep in heavenly peace.” We sing
of the unexpected joy.
Every child has a right to be celebrated with love. Every child has a right to be carried inside and outside the Mom with
deep love. Every child is a joy, whether a planned joy or an unexpected joy. Every child has a right to be carried and to sleep
in heavenly peace, not in emotional turmoil.
We have a responsibility as Christians to celebrate the pregnancy of our girls and the arrival of our babies. They are all
our babies. They are part of our family. They are made in the image and likeness of God. They will receive the indelible
imprint of God at their baptism. They will radiate his presence in a way the world never experienced before. They will be
capable of being saviors, saviors to their parents, saving them from selfishness, saviors to those whom they will love in their
lives.
It is wonderful that we have our Pregnancy Center to help new and/or poor mothers. But the materials that you so
generously provide, the counseling that is offered, the testing and referrals that are made are not enough. Babies need more
than that. Babies need warmth and love.
It is clear from the scripture that Joseph provided for more than Jesus’s external needs. He loved the child. He took
him into his family. He named him. And, I feel certain, he held him and rocked him to sleep when Mary was exhausted. He
celebrated this unexpected child and in doing so celebrated the presence of God’s love on earth.
We pray to St. Joseph today to help us to do what he did. We need to care for, to love and to celebrate our
babies. In doing so we are celebrating the arrival of yet another reflection of the presence of God on earth.
Joseph Pellegrino

Office of Religious Education & Formation

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, DEC. 19
6:30am: Fr. Vu,
(After Mass: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena)
TUESDAY, DEC. 20
9:30am: Nursing Home–

Mamie Perry 395-3881 stjoedre@teche.net

Religious Education - Year at a Glance
Dec. 21 - Jan. 4 .…… Christmas Break (No Classes)
Jan. 29 …… 7th & 8th Grade Mass @ 10:00 a.m.
March 1 …… Ash Wednesday (No Classes)
March 5 ……… 9th & 10th Grade Mass @ 10:00 a.m.
March 19 ……2nd and 11th Grade Mass @ 10:00 a.m.
March 22 …Last day of class for Grades K - 10

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21
6:30AM:
THURSDAY, DEC. 22
12:10: MIKE MIRE
FRIDAY, DEC. 23
6:30AM:

Christmas Mass
Schedule

SATURDAY, DEC. 24
4:30pm: see Christmas bulletin
12:00 Midnight: see Christmas bulletin

Christmas Eve
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day

Welcome into our Catholic Family!
Jacob Paul Domangue Jr.

4:30pm
12:00am
9:00am

Congratulations to our newest member & their
family!

Pope Francis to Parents: Bless your children before school and bedtime

Sanctuary Light
Holy Family
Note: If a name is not printed above, due to
human error, be assured that God has accepted
your intention in heaven.
Canon Law 94

Sick Relatives & Friends
Please pray for the sick of our parish & their
caregivers: Stella Saleme, Linda Thomas, Charles
Felterman, Arthur Roy, Scott Governale, Linda Adams,
Anthony Trosclair, Mary Ann Trosclair, Dana Griffin,
B.L. & Jackie Como, Charles Culotta, Brittany Richoux,
Andy Hebert, Evita & Karter Boutte, Earl McNail, Frank
Black,Natalie Hyatt, Pat Gary, Gayle Verdin, Barry
Broussard, Wilda & Frank Cali, Barry Tobias, Sylvia
Felterman, Cary Mac Staples, Clyde Aucoin, Carol
Covillier, Ruby Crappell, Sally Rogers, Karen Thurgie,
Geraldine Dinger, Courtney Cox, Emma G. Cox, Tessie
Michel, Michelle Thomas, Fr. Vidrine, Cindy Dugas, Joe
Guillory, Amber Grogan, Rip & Cherly Verdin, Noel &
Deidra Verdin, Michelle Thomas, Dean Carrington, Mary
Sehon, Noel & Aeidia Verdin, Melissa Michel, Ellen C.
Bougeious, Sandy Mire, Mathilde Harrington, Quinn
Williams, Lara Campbell, Lillian Rose, Dennis Taylor, Ken
Montgomery, Trevor Matherne, Mary Boudreaux, AJ &
Myrna Bourg, Hunter Alpha, Mary Graves, Iris Roy,
Charles LaSalle, Danell Kimble, Burt Williams, Leona
Cloud, Kevin Cole Simon,Bobby Johnson, Sterling Hebert,
Carla LaSalle, Ronnie Roy, Ahney Chauvin, Lucas Griffin,
Totsie Harrington, Suzanne Lipari, James Veazey, John
Dimatteo, Fr. Joe Breaux, Tammy Chauvin, Joey Estay,
Rose Johnson, Ronald Blanchard, Nancy Shillings, Ian
Davis, Celeste Henry, Darlene Paul, Harold Gobert,
Donavan Lebanc, Mildred Trujillo, Sally Rogers, Brenda
Simon, Brandy Brown, Anna George, Cindy M. Ribaul ,
Sadie Grow, Gretchen Lambert, Charles Esprit, Sherda
Reedom, Jermaine Boutte, Mindy Kincade, Ray Primeaux,
Jacob Billington, Cary James Laiche, Jimmy Aucoin, Anna
George, Samantha Floyd, Eula Trahan, Susan Howell, Jane
Daves, Claude Czaja, Emily Carrington, Coni Marble, Allie
Keith, Sennett Wiggins III, Joslyn Cannon, Wilda Riles,
Chloe St. Julian, Brie Landry, Dr. Whyba Duay, Mike
Aliosio, Peggy Grimball, Theresa LaGrange, Judi Garrett,
Tanya Clamon, Fr. Robert Marcelle, Janet Boudier, Patsy
Huskey, Erica Hebert, Lydia & Adrian, Paul Conner, Gail
Smith, Courtney Montet, Dan Broussard, Jeffery
Dimatteo, Sissy Chapman Jimmy Premeaux Jr., Betty Rulf,
Paul Brown, Troy Osburn, Jason Hernandez, Herman
LaJaunie , Archer Rogers, Norman Hymel, Robert &
Susane Torres

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis had a special message for parents today, as he encouraged them to pray for their
children by blessing them at the beginning and end of the day. Wrapping up his series of catecheses on the corporal
and spiritual works of mercy, on the first Wednesday of Advent, the pope today reflected on the last of the spiritual
works of mercy: praying for the living and the dead. Focusing on the former, the pope said: “How many different ways
there are of praying for our neighbor. They are all valid and acceptable to God if they come from the heart.” The
Holy Father extolled in a special way the practice of parents blessing their children before school and at bedtime,
saying: “I think in a particular way of the mothers and fathers who bless their children in the morning and at night.
This custom still exists in some families: blessing one’s child is a prayer.” - He also commended the practice of
praying for those who are ill, and of “silent intercession, at times with tears, in so many difficult situations.” In off the
cuff remarks (featured in the video below) Pope Francis held up the example of a young business who visited Santa
Marta this week to pray for his employees. He said: “Yesterday a good man came to Santa Marta; he was a businessman. That young man had to close his factory because he couldn’t manage anymore and he was weeping, saying: ‘I
don’t feel that I can leave more than 50 families without work. I could declare bankruptcy: I would go home with my
money, but my heart would weep for these 50 families for the rest of my life.’ “This is a good Christian who prays
with his works,” the pope continued. “He came to Mass to pray that the Lord might give him a way out, not only for
himself, but for the 50 families. This is a man who knows how to pray, with his heart and deeds, he knows how to
pray for his neighbor.” “It did me much good to hear it,” he said. The pope concluded today’s audience and his
series of catecheses on mercy by encouraging Christians to “ commit ourselves to praying for one another, that the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy might increasingly become the style of our way of life.” Here below is the
English summary of the pope’s address. Dear Brothers and Sisters, Today we conclude our series of catecheses
on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. The last of the corporal works of mercy, burying the dead, is not
untimely, when we think of the many people who risk their lives in order to give decent burial to the victims of war
and armed conflict in various parts of our world. Like Joseph of Arimathea, who offered his own tomb for the burial
of Jesus, we Christians devoutly bury our dead in hope of the resurrection. The last of the spiritual works of
mercy, praying for the living and the dead, is especially meaningful in this month of November, when we commemorate all the faithful departed. Prayer for the living and the dead is an eloquent expression of the communion of
saints. Let us open our hearts to the Holy Spirit, who knows our deepest desires and hopes, and embrace in our
prayer all those in any kind of need. May the corporal and spiritual works of mercy on which we have meditated
throughout the Holy Year continue to inspire and guide our Christian lives on the path of God’s mercy.

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin
please call the rectory 395-3616.

In Loving
Memory of
Jeanie Roy
Cora Marie Ward

Cajun Breakers, Inc.
Electrical Equipment
& Supplies
www.cajunbreakers.com

985/702-1004
Micah Thibodaux
Cell (985)255-1352

Vital Signs
Custom sign shop
Heath Theriot 985/992-0072
Hillary Theriot 985/225-2974
Wendel Theriot 985/518-1234

Complete insurance
Services
985-395-9351

Last week collection:
$3733.00
Retirement fund for Religious $1189.90
God Bless you for your stewardship.

frankg@bellsouth.net

BOB’S HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE INC.

Darnall, Sikes,
Gardes & Frederick

Residential / Commercial
Service all Makes

Certified Public Accountants

985-384-6264

985-384-0283

In Loving
Memory of
James Blocker Jr.
Oct. 20, 1945
Jan. 10, 2007

Town & Country
Florist & Gifts, Inc
Owner: Glynda Lasseigne

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick
985/385-6929
www.tandcflorist.com

Protecting
Catholic Families
for Generations

Frank’s Agency,
Inc.

Weekly Offerings

In Loving
Memory of
Wendel, Loren,
Bryant, & Kaylee
Henry

Knights of
Columbus
#1710

Please call the rectory to add or delete a
name on the list.

Sat. 4:30pm
Sat. Midnight (12:00am)
Sun. 9:00am

Baptism

Children of Jacob P. Domangue Sr. & Mary Domangue

SUNDAY, DEC.25
9:00am: see Christmas bulletin

Dec. 24 & 25

UPCOMING EVENTS…
Discussion Group: Monday @ 6:30
First Saturday Rosary:
The Holy Rosary will be prayed before the Vigil Mass
in church beginning at 4pm the first Saturday of each
month. Please join us.
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
DECEMBER 20, @ 6PM
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

Violin Lessons

Member FDIC

# 985-714-4502
Gina Doran
Facebook:

Fiddling Classics

PATTERSON STATE
BANK

Extra Ordinary Ministers of Eucharist

Lector

Altar Servers

Keith & Michelle Grimball, Debra Verret
Anna & Jean Picou, Bubba Richoux
Jamie Guidry, Monica LaSalle, Gloria Roy

Kerrie Foret
Rand Dooley
Don Breaux

Madalyn Landry
Brian Landry, Kaylee Craddock
Mallory Perry

Ministers please see your schedules

