August 21, 2016

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Pilgrimage Church for the
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy”
St. Joseph Catholic Church
(Established 1848)

21st Sunday: Entitlement, Presumption and the
Cost of Discipleship
Celebration of Holy Mass
Weekends:
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)
First Sat. Rosary 4pm
Sunday 8am, 10am, 5pm
Weekdays:
Mon. Wed. & Fri. 6:30am
Tues. Nursing Home 9:30am,
Thurs. 12:10pm

Reconciliation
20 minutes before Masses begin or
anytime by appointment.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9am - 3pm
Friday 9am - Noon
New Parishioners
We welcome you with great joy and
invite you to register and worship with
us regularly.
Forms are available in the rectory.
SACRAMENT INFORMATION
Baptism - Instructions are offered
for both parents and godparents
during the months of February, May ,
August, and November . Plan
accordingly when expecting a child or
choosing godparents and call 3953881 to register for the class or to
schedule a baptism.
Confirmation - Young people are
prepared for Confirmation through
the Confirmation Program. Adults are
prepared for Confirmation through
the R.C.I.A.
Matrimony - Diocesan Policy
requires that a couple make
arrangements with the pastor at least
6 months prior to desired date.
Sacrament of The Sick - Call the
rectory to make arrangements for
Communion and Anointing.
Rite of Christian Burial Arrangements to be made with a
priest by the family.
Sacrament of Holy Orders or
calling to religious life - please
contact the priest in order to discern
God’s will.
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults) - This process
is structured to provide information
for the formation of those who are
seeking a fuller life as Christians in
the Catholic Tradition. For
information, please call the Office of
Religious Education.
Religious Education For Children
Call the Office of Religious Education
for information about registering
your child.
Knights of Columbus - Meet the
second Thurs. of the month at 7pm.
Come Lord Jesus Groups Seeking to become closer to God,
learning more about scripture and
being spiritually prepared for Sunday
liturgy….consider joining a CLJ
Group Call Marguerite Sumrall
395-5304 for more information.

Need a Ride to 10am Mass-

call Evelyn Estay at 985-3953610 by 3:00 PM on the Friday
before each Sunday that you
need assistance.

Pope Francis

Parish Directory
Office / Rectory: 985-395-3616
Office Fax: Parish Directory
Office / Rectory: 985-395-3616
Office Fax: 985-395-9129
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 219
Patterson, LA 70392

A good place to begin today is a little discussion of the concept of
entitlement. There are certain things that we are entitled to have. The Declaration of Independence asserts that all men are entitled to “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.” Certainly all children are entitled to the basic care they
need to grow from infants to young adults. In our work many of us earn benefits
such as vacation time, social security and a pension. We are entitled to these.
Fr. Herb Bennerfield, Pastor ext. 3 ~
Sadly, many people act entitled even though they have done nothing to
Email: stjoepat@cox-internet.com
earn special privileges. Some people are just plain rude as they make excessive
Bobbie Diaz (Office Manager) ext. 4 ~
demands on others. Some very well off people treat all others as their servEmail: stjoepat@cox-internet.com
ants. At the other end of the spectrum, some people feel that the world owes
Ann Murray (Housekeeper/cook) ext. 8
them a living even though they refuse to work. They think they are entiEducation Office: 985-395-3881
Fax: 985-395-3685
tled. Many a parent has had to have a serious discussion with his or her Teen
Mamie Perry (DRE) ext. 5 ~
as to whether or not the Teen is entitled to have a car just because he or she has
Email: stjoedre@teche.net
turned 16 or 17. I have met priests who feel that they can make unlimited
Rosie Pellerin (Ed. Coordinator)
demands on others just because they are priests. They feel entitled. Many
Websites:
marriages have never become permanent unions of life and love because one or
St. Joseph Church
both of the people felt entitled to take and not responsible to give. I am sure you
www.stjosephpatla.org
all have had to deal with people who carry on the air that the world owes them a
Diocese of Lafayette
living, owes them respect, and so forth.
www.diolaf.org
When a person whose life revolves around his or her own sense of
South Region
entitlement considers his or her relationship with God, or lack thereof, entitlewww.diolaf.org/southregion
ment becomes the sin of presumption. This is quite common. There are many
people who refuse to serve God, refuse to live Godly lives, refuse to worship,
Websites:
St. Joseph Church
and yet, at death, presume that they and those like them are entitled to full union
www.stjoepat.intuitwebsites.com
with God. When one of them dies, their relatives and friends say, “He or she is
Diocese of Lafayette
in heaven now.”
Jesus speaks about the sin of presumption in today’s Gospel. Some
people are not willing to make any sacrifices for the Kingdom of God. They
have plenty of opportunity throughout their lives, but they ignore the call to
EXTRAORDINARY
follow Christ, the narrow way, and instead choose the wide path, the pagan
HOLY YEAR OF MERCY:
way, the way of the “everybody is doing it” crowd. When they knock on the
Dec. 8, 2015 – Nov. 20, 2016
Master of the House’s door, it is too late. The door has been shut. Their lives
Individuals
and groups visiting our parish as a
on earth are over. They demand entrance into heaven claiming that the Lord
pilgrimage site are very welcome! Church
lived among them and taught in their community. They feel entitled to enter
doors will be open from 8:00am to 5:00pm. A
into His Eternal Presence. But they have presumed His Mercy would be there
register and informational pamphlets are
for them without their ever lifting a finger to serve Him. Instead they hear the
available in the entrance of church for your
Master saying, “Depart from me you evildoers.”
convenience. For groups – if you call in advance
When we act entitled, when we make presumptions on the mercy of
to make an appointment (985-395-3616) some
God, it is because we have not fulling recognized what it means to be a
additional arrangements can be made.
Christian. We have not embraced the cost of discipleship. To be a Christian
To gain plenary indulgence, follow the 5 actions
means that we are willing to take up our crosses, deny ourselves, and follow
listed: Holy Door, Confession, Massthe Lord. To be a Christian means that we are willing to endure whatever the
Communion, Nicene Creed, Pray for the Pope.
pagan world throws at us rather than walk away from the Lord. “You’re the only
For more information call the rectory.
one at work, in the neighborhood, at school, who isn’t doing this,” they claim,
lying by the way. “Perhaps, it would be better if you don’t go to our party. We really don’t want someone who isn’t going to be part of
the fun,” they claim, deciding that sin is fun. Standing for the truth, standing for the Lord’s way, is difficult. It is the narrow gate. This is
the way to the Lord.
Sacrificing ourselves for others is also difficult. Making time for someone who is hurting, someone who is infirm, someone who
is lonely, means denying ourselves the small breaks we have in our busy lives. But these acts of charity are life giving if our lives are
centered on the Lord. I have never met anyone who has regretted sacrificing himself or herself for others. Instead, those who choose
the narrow gate, the way of giving instead of taking, will always respond, “I got so much more out of that then I gave.”
There are tremendous gifts showered upon us every time we embrace discipleship, no matter what its cost. “So,” the author of
the Letter to the Hebrews tells us, “Lift up your drooping hands and shore up your weak knees.” We need to stop complaining about
what it costs to be a Christian and instead realize that our Christianity brings healing to a sick world. “Make straight paths for your feet
that the lame might be healed.” And then we can be a part of the joy that Isaiah prophesied in the first reading. Then we can be part
of the glory of the people who are honored in the heavenly Jerusalem.
No one can make a claim on God. No one is entitled to union with God. People who presume God will extend mercy to them
while they refuse to extend His Love to others are committing a sin that is devastating to their spiritual lives. But people who embrace
discipleship, people who accept the cost of following Christ, receive the all consuming joy of union with Him.
The three verses just before today’s second reading proclaim to the Christians of the first century as well as to the Christians of
today:
“With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us, we too should throw off everything that hinders us, especially the
sin that clings so easily, and keep running steadily in the race we have started. Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in our
faith and brings it to perfection. For the sake of the joy which was still in the future, He endured the cross, disregarded the
shamefulness of it, and then took His place at the right hand of the throne of God.”
The entitled see themselves as the center of the world. The presume that God agrees, or at least will close an eye to their
selfish existence. The Christian realizes that Jesus Christ is the Center of the Universe.
We don’t presume we will have a heavenly reward. We don’t claim that we are entitled to eternal glory. We just fix our eyes
on Jesus, live His Life, and follow Him wherever He leads us. Fr. Joseph Pellergrino

Office of Religious Education & Formation

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, AUG. 22
6:30am: Fr. Vu,
(After Mass: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena)
6:00pm M/M Gus Cremaldi
TUESDAY, AUG. 23
9:30am: Nursing Home– Gus Cremaldi
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 24
6:30AM:
THURSDAY, AUG. 25
12:10PM:
FRIDAY, AUG. 26
6:30AM: M/M Allen Tabor Sr.
SATURDAY, AUG. 27
4:30pm: Danny & Norris Broussard, Anthony &
Marie Morella, Anna Ruth Taylor, Clyde G.
Peterson, Marshall Gray
SUNDAY, AUG. 28
8:00am: Lenny Guzzino, Ray Jude Vidos Sr., For
the People of our Parish, Jo Broussard, Carmen
Herzog, Marshall Gray
10:00am: Frank Governale, Judy Clark, Verona
Vidrine, Luke & Virginia Lipari, Gertrude S. Bailey,
Ira LaCoste, Marshall Gray
5:00pm: James Blocker Jr., Beth Verret, Katherine
Cardinale, Ross Grimball, Elsa Y. Parchmont, Holy
Souls, Antonia Lipari Mire, Judy Clark, Jerry Nezat
Marshall Gray

UPCOMING EVENTS…
Discussion Group: Mon. 6:30pm in the parish hall
First Saturday Rosary:
The Holy Rosary will be prayed before the Vigil Mass
in church beginning at 4pm the first Saturday of each
month. Please join us.
Fr. Bennerfield will be reciting the Divine
Mercy Chaplet after every 10:00am Mass on
Sundays. Please join him.

Mamie Perry 395-3881 stjoedre@teche.net

CCD Classes for Grades K-10:
Classes begin Wed. Aug 31
Gr. K-6 5:00– 6:00 p.m.
Gr. 7-10 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Confirmation Classes begin Sept. 14
6:45 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Parents & students must attend orientation
on Sept. 14

(RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT FOR
POST ABORTION HEALING

Volunteers Needed
We are still welcoming any volunteers that would
like to help this year. We are in need of Subs.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, October 7-9,
2016: Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is an
extraordinary opportunity for any person who
struggles with the emotional and spiritual pain
of abortion. The weekend is a unique and effective process designed specifically to help you
experience the mercy and compassion of
God. This process is extremely helpful for
those who have difficulty forgiving themselves
or others. The weekend will help your soul
find a voice and transform the pain of the past
into hope! For more information and to
register call 337.261.5607 or email
tlittell@diolaf.org. All inquiries are kept strictly
confidential.

RCIA– Classes start Sept. 13 @ 5:30
Anyone interested in joining us please call my office.
Women’s Study Group any woman interested in
sharing a few mornings discussing matters of faith
and family should contact the religious education
office for more information. (First meeting TBA)
A new Adult Confirmation program will be
offered @ St. Joseph for interested adults who have
completed all other Sacraments of Initiation leading

Sanctuary Light
Marshall Gray
Note: If a name is not printed above, due to
human error, be assured that God has accepted
your intention in heaven.
Canon Law 94

Sick Relatives & Friends

Also, the link below is for Word of Life
(September, 2016) Intercessions for Life and
Bulletin Briefs:
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/
word-of-life/upload/Word-of-Life-2016-09.pdf

RCIA….Journey of Faith

Is RCIA for you?
Are you unbaptized? Would you like
to be baptized in the Catholic Faith?
 Are you baptized in another Christian
faith and want to explore entry into
the Catholic Faith?
 Are you married to a Catholic and
want to learn more about your
spouse’s faith?
 Are you a baptized Catholic ,but never
celebrated the sacraments of Eucharist
or Confirmation?
If you can say yes to any of these questions and want more information, please
call Mamie @ 395–3881.


Please pray for the sick of our parish & their
caregivers: Stella Saleme, Linda Thomas, Charles
Felterman, Arthur Roy, Scott Governale, Linda Adams,
Anthony Trosclair, Mary Ann Trosclair, Dana Griffin,
B.L. & Jackie Como, Charles Culotta, Brittany Richoux,
, Andy Hebert, Evita & Karter Boutte, Earl McNail, Frank
Black, Kristin LaPointe, Natalie Hyatt, Pat Gary, Gayle
Verdin, Loretia Plemons, Barry Broussard, Wilda & Frank
Cali, Barry Tobias, Sylvia Felterman, Cary Mac Staples,
Clyde Aucoin, Carol Covillier, Ruby Crapell,
Iris Roy,
Sally Rogers,
Karen Thurgie,
Geraldine Dinger,
Coutrey Cox, Emma G. Cox, Tessie Michel, Michelle
Thomas, Fr. Vidrine, Cindy Dugus, Joe Guillory, Amber
Grogan, Rip & Cherly Verdin, Nola & Deidra Verdin,
Michelle Thomas, Dean Carrington, Mary Sehon, Greg
Cart, Noel & Aeidia Verdin, Lloyd Marshall, Melissa
Michel, Ellen C. Bougeious, Sandy Mire , Mathilde
Harrington, Quinn Williams, Lara Campbell, Lillian Rose,
Dennis Taylor, Ken Montgomery, Trevor Matherne,
Mary Boudreaux, AJ & Myrna Bourg, Hunter Alpha, Mary
Graves, Charles LaSalle, Danell Kimble, Burt Williams,
Leona Cloud, Kevin Cole Simon, Bobby Johnson, Sterling
Hebert, Carla LaSalle , Regina Wheeler, Bonnie Comeaux,
Ronnie Roy, Ahney Chauvin, Lucas Griffin, Gary Clark,
Totsie Harrington, Louis & Suzanne Lipari, James Veazey,
John Dimatteo, Daisy Leblace, Fr. Joe Breaux, Tammy
Chauvin, Joey Estay, Rose Johnson, Ronald Blanchard,
Nancy Shllings, Ian Davis, Celeste Henry, Darlene Paul,
Harold Gobert , Bob Opperman , Alice Davis, Donavan
Lebance, Mildred Trujillo, Gail Smith, Sally Rogers,
Brenda Simon, Randy Verret, Brandy Brown, Susan
Guzzetta Fromenthal, Floyd Estay , Anna George, Cindy
M. Ribaul , Sadie Grow, Gretchen Lambert, Donald
Jumonville, Charles Esprit, Sherda Reedom, Jermaine
Boutte, Mindy Kincade, Ray Primeaux, Jacob Billington, ,
Cary James Laiche, Jimmy Aucoin, Anna George,
Samantha Floyd, Eula Trahan, Susan Howell, Jane Daves,
Ramona Carpenter, Claude Czaja, Emily Carrington,
Coni Marble, Allie Keith, Sennett Wiggins III, Joslyn
Cannon, Wilda Riles, Chloe St. Julian, Brie Landry, Dr.
Whyba Duay, Mike Alisio , Peggy Grimball, Theresa
LaGrange, Leona Cloud, Judi Garrett, Tanya Clamon, Fr.
Robert Marcelle, Janet Boudier, Patsy Huskey

Please call the rectory to add or delete a
name on the list.

Join us for Patterson,
Louisiana’s Fourth
Annual Life Chain
Date: Sunday ,Oct. 2
(2-3 PM) Rain or Shine
Location: Highway 90 & Wise Street,
Patterson, La
Signs will be provided or you can make your own.
We had a great turn out last year-let’s do even
better this year! Hope to see you there!!!

St. Joseph is now accepting Bulletin ads. You may purchase an Ad for your business or in memory of
someone. Ads are $20.00 a month or $240.00 a yr. If you would like to place an Ad in the Bulletin
please call the rectory 395-3616.
Cajun Breakers, Inc.
Electrical Equipment
In Loving
In Loving
Vital Signs
& Supplies
Memory of
Memory of
www.cajunbreakers.com
Custom sign shop
James Blocker Jr.
Wendel, Loren,
985/702-1004
Bryant,
&
Kaylee
Oct. 20, 1945
Heath Theriot 985/992-0072
Micah Thibodaux
Jan. 10, 2007
Hillary Theriot 985/225-2974
Henry
Cell (985)255-1352 Wendel Theriot 985/518-1234
In Loving
Memory of

Frank’s Agency, Inc.
Complete insurance
Services

985-395-9351

Roy & Bourque
Families

frankg@bellsouth.net

Weekly Offerings
Last week collection: $4061.00
God Bless you for your stewardship.
Aug. 27 & 28
Sat. 4:30pm
Sun. 8:00am
Sun. 10:00am
Sun. 5:00pm

For sale by parishioner
Double vault $7650.00.
Call rectory if interested
395-3616

AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE INC.

Darnall, Sikes,
Gardes & Frederick

Certified Public Accountants

985-384-6264

Owner: Glynda Lasseigne

3515 Hwy 182,Berwick
985/385-6929
www.tandcflorist.com

Protecting
Catholic Families
for Generations
BOB’S HEATING &

Mausoleum Crypt

Town & Country
Florist & Gifts, Inc

Knights of
Columbus
#1710

Residential / Commercial
Service all Makes

985-384-0283

Violin Lessons
# 985-714-4502
Gina Doran
Facebook:

Fiddling Classics

Extra Ordinary Ministers of Eucharist

Lector

Altar Servers

Leona Armato, Linda Thomas, Jane Watson
Terry Burgess, Irene Mouton, Mamie Perry
Frank Fink, Bubba Richoux, Gloria Roy
Henry Leray, Rosie Pellerin, Debra Verret

Chris Wheeler
Jamie Guidry
Mary Richoux
Nicole Brocato

Brian Landry
Mallory Perry
Kobi Lipari
Paris Guidry

Ministers please see your schedules

Member FDIC

PATTERSON STATE
BANK

